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PETS OF OLDER PERSONS WA 
Statement by Member for Maylands 

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [12.54 pm]: Pets of Older Persons WA—or POOPS WA—is a no-cost service 
that is all about keeping people and their pets together. It is as much about human wellbeing as it is about animal 
welfare. POOPS was established in response to aged-care assessment teams facing situations in which elderly 
pet owners were refusing to go to hospital as they had no-one to care for their pets. Pets are vital to many elderly 
people; they provide loyal companionship, give their owners a purpose in life, enable them to remain in their 
own homes for longer, and are particularly important for the socially isolated. However, age and disability can 
prevent many owners from being able to fully care for their pets, and this is where POOPS can help. It caters for 
people over the age of 65, or palliative care patients of any age, who have no relatives or friends willing or able 
to take responsibility for their pets in times of need. It is a non-profit volunteer organisation that relies on 
community and corporate support to provide assistance and funding with all running costs. If members know a 
senior in the community who has no relatives or friends willing or able to take responsibility for their pets in 
times of need, they should call POOPS. POOPS can assist in taking pets to the vet for a check-up, taking them to 
a temporary boarding facility, taking a pet dog for a walk or feeding pets. The owners still have to pay vet bills 
and boarding fees, but POOPS is a free service. POOPS also encourages referrals from authorised persons such 
as doctors and local vets. 
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